
September 18, 2021 

25
th

 Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 
After an unusually warm and dry summer, we are definitely back to the 

Northwest fall weather that we have come to expect.  It is welcome relief for the 

parched land. It is an adjustment for us as well, just as we had to shift our Fall 

Festival from a rainy day, last Sunday to a warm Thursday evening celebration.  

What a joy to see so many people, outside, most with masks, being together with 

appropriate caution, enjoying food, fun and each other.  It was a sign of God’s 

love breaking through breaking through the clouds what has been the long storm 

of the pandemic.  

 

We know that there are more stormy days ahead as September turns to October 

and November. The readings make clear that stormy times are part and parcel of 

Jesus’ mission.  You will recall that last week in the 8
th

 chapter of Mark’s Gospel 

we heard Jesus ask his disciples, “Who do you say that I am?”  This is a key 

question for anyone who follows Jesus, and is related to the question that 

Archbishop Etienne wants every Catholic to reflect upon, and that is “What 

difference does Jesus make in your life?”  Peter answered Jesus’ question of 

“Who do you say that I am?”  with “You are the Messiah.”  Of course, he had no 

idea what that means, even though it is the correct answer.  He thought that the 

coming of the Messiah was all about glory and nothing about sacrifice or 

suffering.  Certainly not death.    

 

Today we pick up from last week’s Gospel and move to the 9
th

 chapter where we 

see that Peter is not the only one who seems to think that following Jesus, the 

Messiah is about honor and glory. Jesus catches the disciples red-handed, 

quarreling among themselves about who was the greatest. This happened just 

after Jesus had instructed them that he had to suffer and die.  The Gospel says 

that they did not understand and their self-serving squabble is proof of exactly.   

Jesus corrected them in by placing a child in their midst to make perfectly clear 

what he meant.  Now, the people of Jesus’ time viewed children differently that 

we do.  Think of their experience, when many and even sometimes most children 

died before they reached the age of five.  As a way to protect themselves 

emotionally from such one tragic loss of life after the other, young children were 

not seen as full persons.  Jesus put before them an example of the lowly one, the 

forgotten one, the one who has no voice, the one we might prefer to ignore to 



protect ourselves and says that the greatest is the one who dies to self and 

excepts the forgotten person. The examples we could name today would be 

human life in the womb, the immigrant, the homeless on our streets, whose 

numbers have grown dramatically in recent years.  Jesus say, the one who 

receives such a person, receives me.  

 

You, the people of St. Louise did a beautiful job responding to help to build the 

New Bethlehem Shelter for homeless families in Kirkland.  Thank you.  On 

Wednesday, September 29 the Pastoral Council will hear David Bowling from 

Congregations for the Homeless present a plan to build a homeless shelter for 

men here in Bellevue.  If we as a parish fail to unite with other people of faith to 

address the homeless crisis in our own city, are we not failing to hear what Jesus 

says to his disciples in today’s Gospel? 

 

Serving the most vulnerable is one clear way to give testimony to the difference 

that Jesus makes in our lives.  Serving as a catechist, as one who instructs others 

in the faith is yet another way. We honor our catechists and pray for them today 

as we celebrate Catechetical Sunday.   Every disciple to use our God-given gifts to 

share our faith with others and to give witness to our faith by serving the poor.  

As Saint Pope Paul VI once said, “Modern man listens more willingly to witnesses 

than to teachers, and if he does listen to teachers, it is because they are 

witnesses.”  Jesus will help us to be both witnesses and teachers of our beautiful 

faith.                                         

      


